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Half day excursions are normally held on Saturday starting 
at 2.0 pm from the 'Advertiser' office, Pall Mall. 


* Junior Field Naturalist Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
2.0 pm to 5.0 pm. The assembly point for these excursions will be the 


Education Special Services Complex, Havlin Street, Bendigo. 
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COVER PHOTO: Double-flowered form of Bendigo Waxflower 
(Eriostemon verrucosus). Photo: Tom Patullo. 
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2. 
A NATIVE GARDEN IN MARCH, by Tom Patullo, 


I am writing these notes, not as a complete summary on Native Gardening - 
the subject is far too comprehensive to deal with in a publication like 
ours - but with the thought that these notes may prove-of interest to others. 
Just vandom thoughts and cbservations that occur to me from time to time. 


Propagation, This is the time of year that anyone wishing to try 
propagating natives by cutting, should be thinking about where their stock 
bushes are, and getting some good clear river sand and peat moss laid by. 
Cutting material from native plants should be gathered in March. It is 
_advisable to have everything ready so the cuttings can be planted as soon as 
possible after gathering. I guess I need hardly mention that cutting material 
when gathered should be immediately put into airtight bags, and kept thus until 
planted, which should be as soon as possible after gathering. 

If you are a beginner, try some Correa, Grevillea and the Mint bushes, 
for a start, I have found these to be the easy ones. Don't expect too high 
a percentage of success, as to the method used, I leave this to the many 
experts who give their advice in numerous publications and over T.V. 


Some thoughts on Grevilleas,.: Probably the most popular of our garden 
oriented Native Plants, A selection of varieties of these beautiful easily 
grown shrubs can give you flowers all the year, thus helping to keep the 
nectar loving Honey eaters in your garden. One of the good features of 
Grevilleas is their bird attraction. Of some thirty five varieties of 
Grevillea in my garden there are six of them in flower at the moment. 

The Yellow tufted honeyeaters never leave us. 

The flower forms of Grevilleas are many and varied, as also is their 
flower colour, and foliage form. We have white, green, golden, orange, 
apricot, many reds, purplish and blue, and even a mixture of black and red 
flowers. The shape and size of this species of shrub is just as varied, we 
have tall shrubs, medium, low-spreading and ground cover PEER, or even 
a 30 ft. tree, certainly a numerous and varied genus. 

This genus will also hybridise naturally, so if you have several 
varieties growing nearby, keep a lookout for young grevilleas which may come 
up from seed, you may even have a new, desirable cultivar . 


The Acacia's ienyihn lost the brown, scraggy appearance with the shedding 4 
last years empty seed pods our wattles in the garden situation are taking 
ona fresh, green appearance and already the tiny, buds appearing are giving 
promise of the glorious cisplay to come. This is another genus that with 
careful selection of species can give flowers over most of the year, The 
following species are probably the most Eobures in gardens and are listed 

in their order of flowering: 

Acacia podalyriaefolia Mt, Morgan Wattle, 


A.  baileyana Cootamundra Wattle. 
A. ’ pyenantha — -*° Golden Wattle. 
A, decurrens Early Black Wattle. 
A. leprosa Leper Wattle, 

A. drummondi Drummond Wattle. 

A. cardiophylla Wyalong Wattle. 

A. boormani Snowy River Wattle. 
A. pravissima -. Ovens Wattle 

A. saligna Golden Wreath Wattle. 


The above varieties would cover a flowering period of from mid July till 

mid December. Some early flowering varieties not often seen in gardens would 
be: Acacia flexifolia - Bent Leaf Acacia, and Acacia williamsonii - 
Whirrakee Wattle, both from the Whipstick and A. verniciflua - Varnish Acacia, 
varieties flowering from August to October, 
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SEQUEL TO "A NESTING BOX FOR ROSELLAS" (Whirrakee Vol.1 (1) :6-7) 
by Tom Patullo. 


One day about the 23rd of December I looked into the box, to find 
only two young Rosellas, The following day there was only one. On Boxing 
Day (P.M.) the box was deserted, except for one egg which apparently had 
been infertile, So we see that from the 27th October to the 26th December, 
the full period from beginning to end of young rearing, would be approx. 
58 days. 


I was quite disappointed that the young did not spend some time at the 
entrance of the box excercising their wings. I had hoped to be able to 
photograph them, but evidentally they just climb out of the box and fly away. 


Some weeks after this I happened to glance up at the box, it is in full 
view from our dining room window, and was interested to notice the entrance 
hole was occupied, but I could not discern the nature of the closure. 

"Was it fur or feathers?" The binoculars were called for, yes it was 
feathers, and whiskers, a small flat, owl like face, dark grey, on closer 
approach the bird flopped, rather than flew, onto a nearby branch where with 
thorough inspection and aid of the bird book we identified it as an 

Owlet Nightjar. I have observed it to be in occupation of the box on one 
occasion since. I do not like to go right up to the box too often in case I 
scare it away, so I do not know whether it has taken a permanent lease of 
the premises or not. 


It could be interesting if it is still there when and if the Rosella's 
come back next spring, 
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BINNA BURRA HOLIDAY 


The following iirerdaciee observations were included in a letter from Club 
members Bobby and Alan Malone of Kilsyth, 


While holidaying at Binna Burra, Queensland, in October, we decided to 
walk to O'Reilly's, a short walk of fourteen miles. Visibility was down to 
two - three meters at times; it would improve, then worsen, during the walk 
across. The varying shades of green seemed much brighter, and the bird life 
was silent; apart from one call from the Prince Albert Lyrebird. (Heard, 
but not EY, 


- Several species of orchids were in bloom, the Helmholtzia lilies were 
not quite in bloom. We were very fortunate in sighting a rain forest dragon, 
quite rare these days apparently. The reptile keeper at Healesville Sanctuary 
said it would be of the Goniocephalus species, This little creature ran 
onto the track in front of us, then remained perfectly still for a good ten 
minutes, allowing us to try and teke a photograph, enclosed is the best photo. 
we were able to take, It was quite a primitive looking animal and it 
camouflages itself extremely well, by remaining still if disturbed. 


Another highlight of our stay at Binna Burra was the sighting of a male 
red back wren; on two consecutive days, and on the same bush. Whether or not 
it was the same bird is hard to say. We think it was disturbed in its normal 
habitat, and flew off when the undergrowth was set fire to while burning off 
was carried out. Strange too, the way in which the fire was deliberately lit 
to clear the area. Just as well knapsacks were carried by those in the work 
party, because they were needed badly. 


Same FP a 
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BINNA BURRA HOLIDAY. CONT. 


Other points of interest were observed too, green cat bird, not seen 

_ or heard before, lace monitors, land mullets, plenty of reptiles, (one very 
active at 9,30 pm at the top of the stairs), and the fascinating beauty of 
the strangler fig. What designs the roots created on so many host trees. 
Regent honey eaters and Bower birds the male resplendent in his glorious 
colours, One annoying aspect on this holiday was the incidence of 'ticks' 
which were quite prevalent because of the drier than normal season. We 
Sears to cope, however, . 
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WHITE-BROWED SCRUB-WRENS WITHOUT WHITE BROW 
AT LYAL GLEN, | by John C. Ipsen. 


These birds are fairly. numerous and to a certain extent confined to_ 
the S.E, of Australia as far North as Sydney. They are fairly common along 
the coastal fringe of Victoria and extending in suitable areas right along 
the Dividing Range and in some instances beyond, as they find suitable 
foraging along che csecbactou ye north of the Rengese 


My first recollection of finding it nesting close to Bendigo was along 
the Coliban River near to Sutton Grange. Our Club had an cuting to. the 
Coliban Falls in the 1940's and on that occassion it was found nesting in a 
Tree Violet, Hymenanthera dentata. Since then it has been recorded along 
the Canpaspe River but as there are few pockets of vegetation suitable 
for it left along that stream, it is not often found below Lake Eppalock. 

However, when John Kellam and I were bird-banding at Leitchville on 
the Murray River in December Eze we nates to BEES, and band a number 
of them. 


Of recent years there has been an improvement in the shrubbery between 
the Coliban River and our home at Lyal Glen, resulting in Scerub-wrens 
appearing at several points in between and at the Glen. We have noticed 
that these birds lack the distinctive white eye-brow. At first this feature 
was puzzling, but as the birds at Lyal Glen appear almost daily furtively 
feeding about the shrubbery and occasionally visiting the food areas 
where we leave scraps for wrens, tree-creepers etc, it is readily 
identified as a consistent featiren 


Editor's comment: 


This is a most interesting observation, and clearly one which should be 
followed up. Has anyone else seen White browed scrub wrens without a 

white brow, other than at Lyal Glen? If so, then : am sure Mr, EPeeDS would 
be very interested: to know about it. ; 
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BLUE FACED HONEYEATER (Entomyzon cyanotis) 


Notes based on Bendigo Bird Observers Group 'Bird of the Night’ discussion 
on 2nd November 1979. Compiled by Bill Flentje. 


Appearance The blue-faced honeyeater is related to the white-naped 
honeyeaters but is much larger than all the other seven white-naped 

species which belong to the genus Melithreptus, It is 25 - 30 cms long, 
olive-yellow above on the body and tail, under tail grevish white, under 
body white, black shoulders, head, and throat, white band across the nape of 
the neck from eye patch to eye patch. Large patch round the eyes is enamel 
blue, The feet are conspicuously. large, The female is similar, but usually 
smaller, Immature birds have a yellowish to pale blue eye patch. 


Variations Birds near Tarwin have yellow bands through the wings. Gould 
called it the Port Essington sub-species and his picture shows the yellow 
colour in the wings. 


Aggression The bird is pugnacious, especially to smaller honeyeaters 
and other birds which compete for the same focd,. 


Food Flower nectar and insects on foliage, under bark or flying over 
water, or among the blossoms, 


Habitat Tall open forest although in northern territory they are known 

to inhabit areas of paper bark Melaleucas and large Grevilleas. Known areas 
round Bendigo include Bendigo Golf course, Racecourse at Epsom, Strathfieldsaye 
Eppalock, Huntly and the Quarry at Axedale, Rheola and are reputed to be 
fairly common in the St. Arnaud area. Sometimes seen in suburban areas of 
Bendigo. 


Call Loud single syllable note or a harsh, aggressive, longer call: 
occasionally subdued chattering. 


Territory It appears that during the nesting period the parent bird 
movements are restricted to an area of possibly about a mile radius from 
the breeding area. When the young are capabie of distant flight, they 
eppear to travel several miles in search of food. ; 


Nest Blue faced honeyeaters rarely build a complete nest. Generally they 
use nests previously built by other birds, such as grey-crowned babblers 
which share the same type of habitat. One nest was observed in a Pine tree. 


Eggs Usually two are laid, white to pale pink with reddish small and 
large spots. The young appear to stay with the adult birds till after the 
following nesting season, but it is not known whether they assist in 
incubating or feeding the new nestlings. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR © 


I wish to compliment Eric Wilkinson on the first issue of Whirrakee, 
and hope many more will follow. 

As former assistant editor of the newsletter, I have some knowledge of 
the work load and responsibility that Eric so willingly took on when he 
volunteered his services after Bill Holsworth retired as editor. It is 
to be regretted that his health may have suffered in consequence. 

Lets all provide contributions to "Whirrakee" to make it the central 
voice of the Club. 


by Ian Fenselau. 


‘PHOTOFLORA 180 


Notification has been received of the results of judging of entries sei 
Photoflora '80, Successful competitors from the Bendigo district were 

Mr. W.M.Flentje (2 slides accepted) , Mr, J.W.Hewett (1), Mrs.L.Sommerville (1), 
~My, R.D.Watkins (7), Mrs. C.D Watkins (3). 

Congratulations to Bill, Linda, Rob and Cynthia. In addition, Cynthia 

Watkins won the Paul Fisch Trophy for the best slide of an orchid in its 
natural setting, with a slide of the orchid "Blue. Fairies", 

Special congratulations , Cynthia, 


The R.J. Eady Medallion, which is donated by this Club for the best slide in 
the Bird Section, was won by Mr, Cyril Webster, E.F.I.A.P., of Goomboorian 
via Gympie, Queensland, with a slide of an Azure Kingfisher, 


You may see these, and the other accepted slides, at the Photoflora showing 
at Kangaroo Flat Technical School on Saturday March 15th. 
Full details are in the notices section. 


RED MBAT-ANTS IN BEEHIVE by Tan Fenselau, 


I was most “surprised recently vihile checking through a bee-hive to 
find a handful of little stones and some twigs heaped underneath the lid, 
and a large number of red meat-ants in residence. 

A sheet of tin was seperating the lid from the hive body preventing 
entry of the bees into the lid, but making a nice cavity for the ants. 
The ants were attracted to some honey comb in the lid, but why carry stones 
two feet vertically up the side of a eke and place Rem under an insulated 
shelter? 

_ There were no ant eggs or larvae in the lid, and I have never seen 

red meat-ants building other than in the ground. The ants had no hesitation 
at attacking some bees when I unfortunately had to dump them both from the 
tin onto the ground. 

I am reasonably sure that the ants were Irodomyrmex _ Sp. (red meat~ants) 
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SARSPARILLA 


I am the country cousin of the tame sweet pea, 
I wind myself round enything, its all the same to me; 
I always was a tomboy, and I always mean to be, 


I wear a satin bonnet, I toss my wavy hair, 
I climb up to the tree tops and paint my purple there; 
Sometimes I creep along the ground and make the bare earth fair. 


If you are in the country, and chance to visit me, 
Please don't expect good manners, you'll find me up a tree; 
I always was a tomboy, and I always mean to be, 


- - os - -~ -~ 


Taken from "A bunchof wildflowers", Verse by Ida Rentoul Outhwaite. 
Published 1933. (Contributed by Bobby Malone) 
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DIGGING FOR ABORIGINAL REMAINS AT MOONLIGHT HEAD ON THE OTWAY COAST. 


by Sandra and Chris Bunn. 


Finding one's way to the archeological dig at Moonlight Head is no easy 
matter. The camp was situated in a hollow on farm land some distance away 
from the site. On arrival at the camp there appeared to be several flat 
sites - on closer inspection there were none. We soon learnt to live on an 
angle. In fact, the landrover which travelled to the dig every day, had to 
negotiate a very sharp angle to leave the camp. The closely packed occupants 
juggled air pots and lunch boxes to prevent any catastrophes on the way up. 
The. flat tracks were no better and a well padded rear was essential. 

As a pre-requisite for criving a Uni, landrover, one had to be an Honours 
student. After one or two hair raising journeys along the cliff top to the 
dig, we decided there was definitely no correlation between driving skill 
and the ability to gain Honcurs, 

The landrover stopped at the edge of a steep cliff and the rest of 
the trek is on foot. A narrow path winds down to the boulder-strewn beach. 
Further along a slatted fcot-bridge spans a hollow where a fresh water 
stream drips down to the sea. Past the bridge and two more small coves lies 
our destination - a large jumble of basalt boulders with a midden buried 
beneath. 

Our centre of attention was an aboriginal midden dated from its earliest 
remains as being 8,000 years old. There must have been few stretches of 
beach in Australia where shell fish were not eaten by the aborigines. 

Chance erosion often reveals the thin seams of charcoal enclosing mussel 
shells or linpet shells - remains of fires where abcriginals had camped. 
At Moonlight Head the commonest shells found were: 


Abalone Notohaliotis ruber 
Turban shell Subninella undulata 
Black Elephant) Scutus antipodes 
Snail ) 

Southern Mussels Brachidontes rostratus 
Chitons Poneroplax albida 
Linpets Cellana spp. 


Patellanax peroni. 
Patelloide spp. 


Raw material was removed, sieved and identified. Shells were then 
weighed and counted. Not common, but also found, were small bones (mostly 
fish) and stone chips, 


From their studies, Latrobe University hope to piece together what 
aborigines were eating 8,000 years ago and what variations occurred in 
eating habits during the ages. We as "assistant lay diggers'' had had an 
unusual interesting week. 


WINDMILL HILL, BENDIGO = Part 1. 
by Eric Wilkinson. 


During the recovery phase after my bit of heart trouble last September 
I was doing early morning walks fairly frequently. Many of these walks included 
Windmill Hill, which is only five minutes walk from my home, and the nearest 
Crown Land area of any size. These frequent visits stimulated my interest in 
the hill, and I did some research into its mining history, which turned out 
to be particularly interesting. 


Windmill Hill is in California Gully south of Taylor Street between 
Eaglehawk Road and Upper Road, on the watershed between Long’ Gully to the 
south and California Gully to the north, It has an elevation of 271.92 metres 
above sea level (official height of the trig. station on its summit), and has 
a surprisingly extensive view, especially over Long Gully towards the City of 
Bendigo and the ranges beyond, The short walk to the summit is well worth the 
effort. Easiest access is off Upper Road. Extensive mining over a long period 
has left the hill in a rough state, with partly fillin in open cuts still 
visible, and a jumble of mullock heaps along its main north-south ridge, 
elongated along the outcrop of the Garden Gully anticline. Thin red slate bands 
outcropping on this ridge yield graptolite fossils of the Upper Bendigonian 
stage of the Lower Ordovician period. Study of the type of sedimentary rock 
(mainly slate and sandstone in thin alternating layers), and the graptolite 
fossils, reveals that the rocks were deposited in a deep ocean environment, 
about five hundred million years ago. 


Windmill Hill got its name from an early attempt to drive a crushing 
machine at its summit by wind power, Although somewhat overshadowed in popular 
writings by the better known Victoria Hill on the New Chum Line, it is very 
evident that Windmill Hill was one of the richest spots ina very rich gold 
field, In its original condition the summit ridge was a prominently outcropping 
network of spurry quartz veins, with occasional large blocks of quartz 
interspersed, the whole being rich to fabulously rich in gold. The present 
summit is lower than the original, which was many feet above the surface level 
of the open cut just west of the trig station. 


The original vegetation (probably ironbark forest) was devastated by 
mining, but some remnants remain, especially wattles, (Acacia armata, 
A.difformis, and A,pycnantha) and the ubiquitous Chinese Scrub. Peppercorn 
trees, garden escapees like Cotoneaster and Pyracantha, and even young oak 
trees, are also doing quite well in a fairly harsh, stony environment. There 
are a few eucalypts on the eastern slopes, while on the Upper Road side there 
is almost a mini-forest of Cootamundra Wattles (Acacia baileyana). 


Windmill Hill has two special claims to fame. The richest parcel of ore 
ever won from the Bendigo reefs came from here, and the first public company 
formed on the Bendigo field (the Bendigo Company) operated on Windmill Hill, 


Gold was found on the summit of Windmill Hill in 1855 by William and John 
Rae, John Sterton, James Melville, James Hardie, James Flincher and Ebenezer 
Neill. While two members of the party were getting fifteen ounces of gold a week 
crushing the surface ore by hand in a dolly pot, the other members were busy 
prospecting. They pegged out a claim with a length of 60 yards along the line 
of reef at the summit of the hill, They quickly removed the massive spurry 
outcrop, and followed the ore down, using open cut methods at first, and later 
mined the deeper ore by underground methods. 


9. 
WINDMILL HILL, BENDIGO CONT. 


After the news ieee: ‘that Windmill Hill was crowned with rich quartz, 
other claims were quickly pegged out, many of them by other Scotsmen, there 
being a strong tendency on the Bendigo field for such ethnic groupings. Some of 
these claims yielded ore of fabulous richness, far surpassing the yields from 
the original claim. Sullivan and Sons got 4,000 ounces of gold in a-month 
at yields of up to 500 ounces of gold per ton of quartz. Thorpe and Company 
found quartz which yielded up to 800 ounces per ton, but the richest parcel 
of ore from Windmill Hill, and the richest ever found at Bendigo, was three 
tons of quartz from Lindsay and Taylor's elain, which yielded 3,035 ounces of 
gold, worth about $1,500,000 at todays prices..At this kind of ore grade the 
quartz would have been an almost unbelievable sight, with gold thickly studded 
throughout the quartz - almost the miners dream of a: goig vein studded -with 
quartz! 


Gold yields of the order of 30 to°100 ounces per ton were commonplace 
for the surface quartz of Windmill Hill, and it has been estimated that a 
million pounds worth of gold came from the hill in the first few years from 
small mines operating to shallow depths. These were nearly all operated by 
horse powered whims, and the sight of the crest of the hill dotted with whims 
was remarked on by contemporary writers, That million pounds worth of gold 
represented over a quarter of a million ounces, WHS would by worth more than © 
$125, 000,000 at tedays prices, 


- In Part 2 of this article I will outline the subsequent mining history 
of the hill, through the amalgamations of claims and small companies to the 
development of the big, deep mines, particularly the Windmill Hill, Central 
Windmill and the Confidence Extended. All were rich mines, the latter especially. 
The relationship between the biggest fault yet located on the Bendigo field, — 
the Collmann and Tacchi Cross-course, and the rich concentrations of goid at 
Windmill Hill will also be explained. 


(Copyright reserved). 
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EXCURSION REPORTS 
Eddington Excursion, Sunday February 16th. Leaders: Rob and Glen Moors. 


The Eddington canoe excursion has become a popular event, and a 
surprisingly large number of membérs own, or have access to, canoes. 

Although they arrived at sporadic intervals through the afternoon, eventually 

there were thirty members and children enjoying a lazy summer afternoon on the 
bank adjacent to the BROpSE Ty of Neville and Heather Roberts. (Mrs Roberts is 

Glen Moors! sister). 

Members | displayed varying degrees of laziness. ‘Most of the children and 
a couple of the adults swam in the rather muddy water. Most people went for at 
least one canoe trip during the afternoon, Some put a fair bit of energy into 
bird watching, and were rather disgusted to find that the lazy ones who only 
looked at birds who came within binocular range had done almost as well. 
Highlights were Nankeen Night Herons and White Egrets. 

After a leisurely tea, a canoé convoy was organised for a tip downstream 
to the Bet Bet backwater to look for platypus and water rats. Few platypus 
were seen this time, but several water rats were. The canoe convoy Sai 
after dark for a late but satisfied return to Bendigo, 


by Eric Wilkinson. 
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EXCURSION REPORTS CONTINUED 


Junior Field Naturalists, Sunday 2nd March, "Reptiles", Leader: Dale Gibbons. 


The Junior Field Naturalists enjoyed a most informative afterncon 
learning about our local reptiles. Mr. Dale Gibbons gave an excellent talk to 
the thirty three children who attended, and children and parents alike were 
enthralled by the specimens and their life histories. The convoy of fourteen 
cars then travelled to the Crusoe Reservoir area to scan the bushland for 
further specimens, Although these were scarce our guide did a typical 
Harry Butler act catching a Tree dragon, 

by I Ian Fenselau. 
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JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS, 


A meeting is to be called at Ian Fenselau's residence on Tuesday, March 18th. 


commencing at 7.30 pm, to form an elected sub-committee to manage the Junior 
Field Naturalists Group. 

All interested people are invited to attend, and it is anticipated that 
a syllabus of future events will be compiled also. Anyone who is prepared to 
be nominated for the committee, or with suggestions on management or syllabus 
items but who is unable to attend, please notify Ian Fenselau. 

As the "Group" is orientated towards children it is hoped that some 
mature children will wish to become committee members and assist with the 
management of their "Group". The composition of, and numbers in the committee 
will be decided at the meeting. 


The next outing of the "Group" will wa on Sunday March 30th, not, please 
note, April 6th, which is Easter Day. The Education centre in Havlin St. at 
2 pm will be san meeting place, and it is proposed that "Butterflies" will be 
the centre cf activity, with Mr. B.Vardy helping the "Group", Due to seasonal 
variations all activities may be altered without notice. Butterflies are 
scarce. at present. If this situation remains unchanged by the excursion date, 
another activity may have’ iss be substituted, 
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NOTICES 


PHOTOFLORA '80 
NINETY | MINUTES OF NATURE PICTURES FROM THE ELEVENTH PHOTOFLORA COMPETITION 


FLOWERS “PLANTS ; BIRDS WILDLIFE 


Presented by the Native Plants Preservation Society of Victoria 
in conjunction with the Bendigo Field Naturalists’ Club 


Bendigo, March 15 Osborne Theatre, 
Kangaroo Flat Technical School. 


Sereening at 8 p.m. Admission: Adults $2.00 


Native Plants Preservation Society of Victoria, 3 Allfrey Street, 
East Brighton,3187. 
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- WESTERN VICTORIA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
NOTICES TO MEMBER CLUBS. 


April Meeting: Port Campbell, April 11-13, hosted by Timboon Field Nats. 
Club (details in "Whirrakee" Vol.1 (1),P.9). Saturday night's programme 
will now include the official launching by Neil Macfarlane of Cliff 
Beauglehole's book on the Corangamite-Otway study area - details below. 


ee. Meeting: Mid-Murray F.N.Trust will host the August meeting at 

Wood Wood (beside the Murray River, 23 miles north of Swan Hill on the Murray 
Valley Highway) from August 15-17. 
Venue: Kulkie Kulkie Scout Camp, accommodation $1. per night. There is a 
caravan park opposite, adjoining a Flora Reserve. 

Members arriving on the Friday night are invited to attend Mid-Murray's 
meeting, an informal social evening, at Nyah West, Further details will be 
provided at the April meeting. Enquiries may be made from Mrs Grace Willoughby, 
Nyah 050-302644, 


F.N.C.V. Centenary: The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria celebrates its 
Centenary this year. A special centenary excursion has been arranged at 
Wilson's Promontory from November 1 to 8 with the co-operation of the National 
Parks Service. As detailed in "The Victorian Naturalist", the F.N.C.V. 
plans to hold evening lectures on the natural history of the Park and to walk 
to various parts of the Promontory with knowledgeable leaders, There will 

be a bus for less active members, 

URGENT The Excursion Secretary, Miss Marie Allender, has very kindly 
reserved one of the lodges for the Western Vict, F.N.C.A. in case members 
would like to be together. Accommodation for 24 people in 2,4,6 bunk rooms, 
plus facilities, If any members wish to reserve accommodation at this lodge, 
please could they do so as soon as possible as general bookings were 

supposed to be in by the first week of February. Members may book either 
through WVFNCA Sec. or directly through Miss Allender, 19 Hawthorn Avenue, 
Caulfield, 3161, stating preference for WVFNCA lodge, 


1, 
_ NOTICES 
WESTERN VICTORIA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION CONT. 


Cape Otway N.P. The Australian Conservation Foundation has appealed for 
urgent support for the establishment of a large National Park (with logging 
prohibited) in the Otway forests. The director Geoff Mosley appears to be 
seeking a volume of personal letters from individuals (rather than lobby 
groups). As there is some urgency in this matter due to other pressure 
groups, members who are concerned for the Otways and the future of this 
region may wish to take individual action rather than waiting for the April 
meeting. A copy of the request is available from our Secretary, 

Dr. Ian MacBean. 


OFFICIAL LAUNCHING 
OF Cliff Beauglehole's book entitled 
THE DISTRIBUTION and CONSERVATION of VASCULAR PLANTS in the CORANGAMITE- 
. OTWAY AREA, VICTORIA. 


Port Campbell Community Hall at 
7.45 pm on Saturday, April 12th, 1980 by 
well-known naturalist and conservationist 
Neil Macfarlane. 


The author, Cliff Beauglehole, has covered a wide range of aspects in his 
introduction, assessment and eight appendices. 


The multi-colored map clearly defines the 15 Sectors, 48 Blocks and several 
hundred Sub-Blocks. 


Designation of the Sub-Block system to identify small areas of Public 
Land has proved the most suitable method of accurately comparing the 
conservation value. Larger areas have also been subdivided, e.g. 

- Angahook-Lorne State Park has 6 Sub-Blocks, thus illustrating where 
important species were recorded. ; 


Appendix 4 provides an up-to-date checklist of all known species, with both 
scientific and common names, within Corangamite-Otway area. The distribution 
of the 954 Native Species and 378 Alien species is according to the 15 
Sectors, The 5 large Parks, being Sectors in their own right, provide all 
known species for each, e.g. over 400 species of native flowering plants 

and ferns for each of Port Campbell, Cape Otway and Angahook-Lorne Parks, 


Detailed occurrence of the 476 Rare-Interesting-Restricted Native species in 
Appendix 5 shows that about 140 species are not known from any Biological 
Reserve within Corangamite-Otway area. 


The author clearly demonstrates that many of these 140 species are in 
UNCOMMITTED AREAS: he thus recommends such areas worthy of reservation. 

The Book will be available at Port Campbell meeting of the W.V.F.N.C.A. at 
$4. per copy, otherwise $5. per copy posted and available from the Portland 
F.N.C., P.O. Box 470, Portland, Victoria, 3305. 


Pres, Greg Binns,12 Pleasant St.Sth,Ballarat. 3350. (053-323670). 
Secretary. Margaret Rotheram, 13 Johnson St., Ballarat,3350, 
(053-314054 AH. Office 311211 Ext.42) 
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MEETINGS 


March 12th, 


April 9th. 


EXCURSIONS 


- DIARY - 


The advertised talk by My,Jack Wheeler has been cancelled due 
to his having suffered a heart attack recently. Three of your 
committee members have agreed to prepare at short notice three 
lecturettes as follows:- = 
Part 1.. Two contrasting alpine environments. 

1. "Snowy Mountains, Australia", by Laurie Leeson. 

2. "North-west Nelson, New Zealand", by Eric Wilkinson. 


Part 2, 
"Mammals of the Bendigo district" by Roy Speechley. 


"Natural history of the Rocky Mountains of North America" 
by Bill Holsworth. 


Sunday March 16th. - 


The proposed visit to’ Kyabram Fauna Park has been postponed, 
partly because no leader had been nominated, and therefore no 
arrangements made, but mainly because the committee felt that a 


full day excursion on the day after the Saturday evening 
_ Photoflora screening would not be very well attended anyway. 


The following Half day excursion has been substituted. 


"The Golden Hills of Bendigo". Leader: Eric Wilkinson. 

Meet at 2 pm for a visit to Victoria Hill, Windmill Hill, 

(see article in this issue) and Specimen Hill, Learn a bit of 
geology and mining history, and observe the drastic environmental 
changes brought about by mining. Although not a Junior Field 
Naturalists outing, there will be an educational emphasis 

which should interest. junior (and not so junior) members, 


Sunday March 30th, 


EASTER: 


April 11th-13th, 


Junior Field Naturalists 
Theme: Butterflies. Leader: Berry Vardy. 
Meet at 2 pm at Special Services Centre, Havlin St. ,Bendigo 


The tentatively suggested Grampians Camp Out for Easter has been 
on/off/on, The original proposed camp site turned out to be not 
available, and due to the small number of definite staters, it 
was decided to cancel the Camp out. Meanwhile, an alternative site 
has been suggested. The property is on the Halls Gap - Horsham Rd, 
one mile north of the Roses Gap Road turn off, The person to 
contact is Mr, Wills, Brimpaen Rd., Laharum, telephone 

(053) 83-6207, © 


W.V.F.N.C.A, Camp-out at Port Campbell - see Whirrakee Vol.1 (1) 


_P,.9 for details, and additional detail in this issue. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP Thursday 20th. March, 


Meet at Tan Fenselau's place, Buckland St, White Hills. 
Bill Holsworth will speak on the biology of the Platypus. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP Friday April 11th. 


Please note change of date due to Easter. Bird of the night: 
Black-faced and Little Cuckoo Shrikes. 
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